
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	   	  

2015 Annual Report  

“The most surprising thing I learned 
at GTA is that I have choices.”  

	  



	  

	  

Executive Address  
	  

Game Theory Academy works at the intersection of 
many fields: youth development, education, financial 
empowerment, workforce development. Perhaps you 
have read one of the recent studies that posits that 
financial education “doesn’t work.” I have something 
to add. What does not work is uncontextualized, 
abstract lessons about sums of money a student does 
not have or about financial services a student cannot 
access. 

What does work, we have found at GTA, is a financial 
curriculum tightly tied with opportunity. We catch 
youth at a pivotal moment in their lives, offer them 
earned income, and engage them in discussions about 
what to do with that money – for their best interest.  

At its heart, GTA prepares youth to make life-
changing decisions about their money, their time, their 
friendships, their education, their skills, and their goals.  

Youth leave GTA better prepared to advocate for 
themselves to financial institutions, to absorb financial 
shocks, to build marketable skills, and to jump at 
opportunities to grow and achieve. 

As we look into the new year, we are developing 
partnerships to expand the venues where we reach 
youth and meet youth where they are accessing job or 
academic support, while maintaining our open door 
for disconnected youth who are not already on a 
supported opportunity path to learn the life skills only 
GTA teaches. 

Thank you for your support, partnership, and 
enthusiasm. 

Sincerely, 
Patricia Johnson 
Founder & Executive Director



	  

	  

Youth Served  

	  
	  

  

MYDC 

Alumni 

JJC 

WOW 

210 youth learned  
strategic decision-making  

through a financial lens.  
  

30 youth at WOW Farm  
developed professional skills  

they can apply to the  
career path of their choice. 

  
  

39 youth prepared for  
the workforce in workshops  

on resumes, networking,  
and interview skills. 

 

75 drew a decision tree to map 
out the lives they will lead after 

juvenile hall. 
  



	  

	  

GTA’s core program, Make Your 
Decisions Count, teaches youth to 
calculate how their daily decisions – 
financial, academic, employment, 
or personal – will cost or advance 
their goals. This 20-hour after 
school course. All participants 
receive a cash stipend that is used as 
a teaching tool to illustrate the 
concepts of opportunity cost and 
tradeoffs, in real time. 

	  

Make Your Decisions Count  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	  

	   	  

84% indicate the GTA tools would help 
them decide whether or not to take risks to get 

fast money. 
  

90% of GTA graduates indicate that they have 
used GTA's framework to make one or more positive 

decisions related to family, relationships, workplace, or 
school choices. 

  

“The most surprising thing I learned at GTA 
is that there are people and programs out 
there willing to reward us for saving money.” 

2015 MYDC Host Partners:  



	  

	  

Career readiness goes hand-in-hand 
with financial learning, and the 
program we have designed builds on 
the strategic thinking and decision 
making skills central to the GTA 
curriculum. Through workshops and 
individual coaching with business 
professionals, our students prepare 
their confidence and communication 
skills to explore and find a place in 
the work world. 

New in 2015, GTA began offering a credit-
building tool to GTA students and alumni. 
Groups of 6-12 youth form a small, zero-risk 
'loan fund': participants agree on a set amount 
to contribute monthly and each month one 
member of the group receives the pool of 
money. This 0% interest loan helps build 
saving habits and improves credit scores over 
time (168 points on average). GTA partners 
with Mission Asset Fund to offer Lending 
Circles. Our first group (pictured) called 
themselves “Bob the Credit Builder.”  

	  

Lending Circles 

“My strategy for setting goals and saving money is to get 
perfect information about what I’m saving for and then 
to save in small, manageable chunks.” 

Before I had health insurance I went through various medical 
problems that forced me to go to the Emergency Room. My credit 
score has been affected greatly. Joining a Lending Circle is helping 
me to put my credit score back together and move on with my life. 

Careers Crash Course 
	  

	  

	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	   	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	   	  

 	  

70% of alumni said ALL of the skills 
learned in the Crash Course would help 

them in the future.  

84% said their interview and job 
application skills were dramatically or 

very improved because of the Crash 
Course.  

 



	  

	  

Flora Floracultural Mandela Foods 
Cooperative

Gorgeous & 
Green

Kilovolt Stem Kitchen 
and Garden Duende Nido

Sanctuary Bistro People's Pitch Ash+Oak Bay Grape

Revival Youth SEED Valentine Cook and Her 
Farmer

 

The WOW Farm Youth Entrepreneurship Program is a paid 
internship in sustainable agriculture, business skills, financial 
planning, and career readiness. Robust professional experiences, 
as well the ability to communicate their accomplishments and new 
knowledge, are necessary for youth to move forward towards 
career and academic success. WOW Farm gives youth a 
rewarding activity that addresses their need for income and money 
management, while teaching tools they can use to make better 
decisions in all areas of life. 

 

Our Customer Community	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	   	  

	   	  

	  

	  

	  

  

	  

	  

92% report that WOW Farm skills have 
transferred into future opportunities to secure 

work, attend college, or achieve other goals. 
  

90% say they better understand their 
money habits and how to change ones that don’t 

work. 
  



	  

	  

391 Players

18 Prizes13 Clues

85 Teams

Pacific Coast Brewing

The Arns Law Firm EVB Holmgren & Associates

UBS

Julie Gardner, The Grubb Co. Rudy's Can't Fail Cafe

Torchio's Auto Repair

Mr. Espresso

PGA Designs

Montclair Orthodontics

URX

Douglas Parking

Claresco

Interstate Roofing

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

  
	  

	   	   	   	   	  

	  

	  

	   	   	   	   	  

	   	  

	   	  

	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	  

	   	  

Thank you to our 2015 sponsors:	  



	  

	  Thank you to all our volunteers	  

 

	  	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

  

	  

Gabriel 
Aguilar Dumi Banda Jon Bauer Keith Beato Dan 

Cavenaugh

Lisa Forti Moira 
Geraghty

Andrew 
Goldstein

Doug 
Goldstein Faye Jaime

Shane Jarvie Namitha 
Kamath Zac Mutrux Hein Pham PHHS 

Interact

Sophia 
Skoda

Sally Van 
Etten

Amanda Ahl Keeley Ault Troy Ault Cristin Balog Dumi Banda Jon Bauer Keith Beato Larry Bensky Henry
Biermann

Jane Bolander Dan
Cavenaugh

Jessica
Chavarria Lucy Daggett Jon Davies Jonathan

Davis
Krystal
Fortner Brian Gardner John Gibbs

Barbara
Giuffre

Andrew 
Goldstein Bin He John Hood Linda Horne Hamid

Hussain
Dave

Kaczorowski Rohan Kalbag Jane Kozey

John Lane Christina Liu Priya
Matthew

David
McGaw Donna Meir Gadi Meir Ashish

Mukharji
Brayan
Pelayo Leslie Santos

Cory Smegal Marcilie 
Smith Boyle Jasper Smith Todd Somers Ruth Stroup Marshal

Yanowitz Jeremy Yong Eddie Yuarte Nathan 
Zorndorf

Gabriel 
Aguilar Dumi Banda Steven Day Barbara 

Giuffre Corey Hill

Gisela 
Insuaste Noah Kinner Philip Krohn Ken Li Andrea 

Luquetta

Piedmont 
Community 

Service Crew
Martha 

Rodriguez Bri Treece Jenna 
Woodward

Ange Zhou Maritessa 
Bravo-Ares

Annie Bakke Julio Padilla Kenya Al

Tori Johnson

WOW Farm 

Career Mentors  

Oakland Treasure Hunt   

Kaitlyn 
Quackenbush 
	  



	  

	  

Game Theory Academy Team	  

Hayley Axel, Program Manager 

Kana Azhari, Farm Manager 

Jen Cavenaugh, Program Director  

Joanne de Luz, Instructor 

Jasmin Dial, Outreach Manager  

   Andrew Goldstein, Instructor 

   Patricia Johnson, Executive Director  

Nick Redfurn, Farm Manager  

Jasper Smith, Instructor 

Linnea Svahn-Jaccoma, Farm Manager 

Michele Thorne, Instructor 

Jeremy Yong, Program Manager  

Board Members 

Keith Beato, Vice President, Wells Fargo 

Lisa Forti, Senior Administrator, First 5 Alameda County 

Moira Geraghty, President, Solar Project Solutions  

Patricia Johnson, Executive Director, Game Theory Academy 

Namita Kamath, Director, CB Richard Ellis 

Sophia Skoda, Director of Finance, East Bay Municipal Utility District  

  
	   	  



* Supporter of WOW Farm  

Individual Donors
 
Investor $3,000+ 
Constance Bernstein 
 
Scholar $1,500 - $2,999 
Christopher Ducar 
Moira Geraghty & Brian Baum  
Namita Kamath & Keith Deming 
Robert & Elizabeth McGarry 
Massieh Mojab 
Shannon Rodgers  
 
Adviser $500 - $1,499 
Colin Boyle 
Helen Cheng 
Doug Thielscher & Sue Clement 
Ronald & Joan Cornwell 
Deborah & Michael Ducar 
Paul & Janet Engstrom 
Karen & Robert Fluegge 
Vijaya & Suresh Kamath 
Susan & Rick Koe* 
Vinod Palathinkara 
J.W. Pasquariello 
Kevin & Nancy Sidow 
Sophia Skoda 
Olga Sokolova 
Brandon Stander 
Kathy & Christopher Vuturo 
 
Mentor $150 - $499 
Katherine Armer* 
Devin Brosseau 
Nancy Case Davis 
Michelle Chao 
Susan Cheng 
Ericka CurlsBartling 
Brian Dillard 
Doug & Mary Ireland 
Joanne & Wesley Johnson 
Laura & Bob Katter 
Philip Krohn* 
Rakhi Kumar 
Allan & Anita Lubarsky 
Anne Mawdsley & Adam James 
Tawana Nichols 
Erik Nordberg 
Brad Pease* 
Leslie Santos 
David I. Schultz 
Lisa Sweeney 
Susan Tanaka 
Sally Van Etten 
Elisabeth Watson & Nigel Blair-Johns 
 
Donor $1 - $149 
Valerie Achorn 
Elizabeth Andersen 
Sheerly Anvi 

     Kendra Armer* 
     Keeley Ault 

Hayley Axel 
Erica Bachman 
Marianne Balfe* 
Jon Bauer 
Aaron Beasley 
Marie Beichert* 
Eric L. Berlow* 
Adam Berman 
Tami Bobb 
Jane Bolander 
Melissa Bourque 
Khari Buck 
Susan & Mike Burnett 
Rachelle Busser 
Mary Durell* 
Mona Cao 
Dan & Jen Cavenaugh 
Fran Cavenaugh 
Weng Seng Chen 
Emily Cohen 
Colleen Curry 
Ariel Dekovic 
Moha Desai 
Alex Devine 
Juan Dial 
Rachel Dial 
Jasmin Dial 
Matthew Disco 
Maya Draisin 
Randle Ellington 
Kevin Elwood 
Karen Erickson 
Laurtte Foggini 
Lisa Forti 
Richard Forti 
Eric Forti 
Roseanne Gebre 
Helen Genis 
John Gibbs 
Rebecca Glaser* 
Matthew Goldstein 
Andrew Goldstein 
Mary Gonzalez 
Larry & Carol Goode 
Haydn Griffith 
Ian Hamlyn 
Emily K. Hamlyn 
Johanna Hanson* 
Matthew Hoffer-Hawlik 
Stephanie Hom 
Ann Honigman* 
Ian Honmyo 
Christy Horn 
Greta Hotopp 
Shahera Hyatt 
Richard Jaccoma* 
Caroline Jaffe 

Jenkins-Li Family 
Peggy & Joe Jennings 
Rachel Jensen 
Jennifer Johnston* 
Jeff Jones 
Kishore Kamath 
Ruth & Kenneth Juni 
Adam Kerbis 
Steven P.  Ketchpel 
Brian Kneafsey 
Stephen Leh 
Bruce Livingston* 
Julia & Elliot Lowndes 
Violet Luesada 
Anne Madsen 
Loren & Libbe Madsen 
Laramie Martinez 
Christy McKnight 
Ingrid McMahon* 
John Milinovich 
Valerie Minassian 
Kimberly Moses 
Anita Neville 
Michele Nieve 
Mark Niles 
Laureen O'Connell* 
Julio Padilla 
Daniel Petkevich 
Susan Pirman 
Ariel Poster* 
Sandra Rappaport 
Angela Reginato 
Norma Romero 
Tim Scroeder 
Tiffany Shlin* 
Bonnie Shulman 
Margarita May Sison 
Mark & Julianna Slater 
Cory Smegal 
Jasper Smith 
Marcilie Smith Boyle 
Sam Spaulding 
Polly Strabala 
Tom Stuermer 
Eric Svahn* 
Elin Svahn* 
Todd Tajiri 
Sujeeth Thirumalai 
Alysha Tseng 
Domingo Villanda Jr. 
David Warner 
Klinton Washburn 
Amy Weaver 
Alex Weiss 
Kathy & Terry White 
Nicholas Wright* 
Paul & Joanna Yong 
Jeremy Yong 
Margaret Zhou



Game Theory Academy
   

337 17th Street Suite 214 

Oakland, CA 94612 

(510)858-5068 

www.gametheoryacademy.org 

	  

	  
	  

“I think the lessons are extremely 
relatable to modern teens.” 

    “My strategy for my goals is to keep 
myself motivated, whatever I do be the best 
at it and never give up on my dreams. 
When saving money, I have a budget and 
keep track of how much I spend.” 


